Dear Friend,

Congratulations!  You are the proud new adoptive parent of one of Idaho’s pristine roadless areas! By participating in this program, you are playing a critical role in protecting Idaho’s roadless areas for future generations.

Your responsibilities include:

1. Contact the local forest service office to introduce yourself, explain a little bit about what you are doing, learn about your area and how to get there.  Ask for the Recreational or Trails Officer.

2. Take at least one trip (any length of time is fine) to the area by October 15, if possible.

3. Write a letter to the editor of local, state, and regional newspapers.  If it is printed, please cut out copies to send to Idaho Conservation League.

4. Write a letter to the Governor- send copies to Idaho Conservation League, Congressional Representatives and Senators, and Forest Supervisor (contacts enclosed).

5. Write up a brief (1-2 pages) account of your visit to the area, including photos within 1 week of your visit- submit to Rachel Winer, Idaho Conservation League, PO Box 844, Boise, ID, 83701 or rwiner@wildidaho.org.

6. Extra credit- talk to 2 community leaders about your area and why it should be protected (includes newspaper editor, mayor, bank president, business owner, legislator, etc); lead a hike to your area; adopt more than 1 area.

We have included a general locator map of your adopted roadless area in this packet.  One of the next things you’ll want to do is purchase a more detailed National Forest map of the area, available at the local Forest Service office or most sporting goods stores. Once you plan your trip, you also may want to purchase an even more detailed map of the area, known as a “topo” map or a “7.5 minute quad” map.

This packet also includes a sample letter, list of National Forest contacts, lists of contacts to send letters to, talking points and tips for writing letters and photography pointers.

For more background information on roadless areas and why they are important, we recommend you check out the following resources on the internet: The Wilderness Society (http://www.wilderness.org/OurIssues/Roadless/AtRisk/Idaho.cfm), Trout Unlimited (http://www.tu.org/site/pp.asp?c=7dJEKTNuFmG&b=296173), the Forest Service (roadless.fs.fed.us) and University of Idaho (http://www.uidaho.edu/cfwr/pag/pag10es.html).

If you have additional questions, please feel free to contact either of us.  Thank you, be safe, and have fun in Idaho’s roadless areas this summer!

Rachel Winer



Jonathan Oppenheimer

Outreach Coordinator


Conservation Associate

208-345-6942 x.23



208-345-6942 x. 26

rwiner@wildidaho.org


joppenheimer@wildidaho.org
LETTER WRITING TIPS AND TALKING POINTS

Personal letters are the most effective means of communication.  Some tips on writing letters: state the reason you are writing, make 2 or 3 strong factual points to support your position, state why this issue matters to you (personal story), state clearly what you are asking for, and keep it short.

Tips for writing Letters:

1. Use your own words and your own stationary.

2. Start the letter by explaining your issue quickly so that readers understand.

3. Be concise.

4. Stick to one subject.

5. Use the talking points below to develop your own, personalized message.

6. If writing to a decision maker (i.e. Gov. Kempthorne), ask for something specific- “Please protect the XYZ Roadless area…”

7. Include your complete address and phone number.

8. Use your credentials and write about elements of your issue that correspond to your expertise.

9. Be consistent in all letters submitted so that facts do not contradict each other.

Talking Points:

• Write from the heart about why your area is special - share a story from your visit, mention things you like to do there, why you value protecting it. 

• Does your family spend time there? Write about what they do there. Fish, hike, ride horseback, view wildlife, etc. 

• Do you enjoy the solitude, peace and quiet and sense of freedom there? If so, write about that.

• Did you enjoy the natural beauty and wildlife there? If so, write about that.

Other points to consider:

• Protecting roadless areas is an important balance between developing some forests and leaving special places to Nature.

• Roadless areas are important sources of clean water, for drinking, boating, fishing and irrigation.


• Forest Service policy should conserve our pristine national forests lands to pass them on to future generations for Idaho traditions. 

SAMPLE LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor:

As a grandmother, Grandmother Mountain roadless area in northern Idaho has been special to my entire family for more than 30 years. When relatives visit from out-of-state, we load them up in our car and drive to the trail to Grandmother Mountain. 
       

  Every summer, my husband and I visit Grandmother Mountain to hike and pick huckleberries for homemade jam and pie. My granddaughter’s first bite of solid food was a Grandmother Mountain huckleberry. My husband and our son spent many, many days hunting around Grandmother Mountain. They often filled our freezer with elk meat from Grandmother Mountain. 
       

  No matter how many times I visit, I am always struck by the beauty of the vast views of rolling mountains, with no sign of human development and only the sounds of wind and birds. The streams that tumble off these mountains are pure and clean. It’s always a delight to see the wildflowers and hear the wind in the hemlocks. It is Idaho at its best. Across Idaho, there are other families with other special places. I support protecting these roadless areas, to make sure we pass our Idaho traditions on to grandchildren and great grandchildren.

Sincerely,

Full name

Address

Daytime phone (Important so the paper can call to verify your letter)

Local Newspapers

Blackfoot Morning News

P.O. Box 70

Blackfoot, ID 83221

editor@am-news.com
Idaho Press Tribune
P.O. Box 9399

Nampa, ID 83652

op-ed@idahopress.com
Idaho State Journal
P.O. Box 431

Pocatello, ID 83204

letters@journalnet.com
Long Valley Advocate

PO Box 1079

Cascade, ID 83611

Lewiston Morning Tribune

P.O. Box 957

Lewiston, ID 83501

letters@lmtribune.com
Moscow-Pullman Daily News
P.O. Box 8187

Moscow, ID 83843

letters@dnews.com
Post Register
P.O. Box 1800

Idaho Falls, Idaho 83403

mtrillhaase@postregister.com
Times-News
P.O. Box 548

Twin Falls, Idaho 83303-0548

letters@magicvalley.com
Boise Weekly

P.O. Box 1657

Boise, ID 83701

editor@boiseweekly.com
Idaho Mountain Express

Box 1013

Ketchum, ID 83340

news@mtnexpress.com
Wood River Journal

11 E. Bullion

Hailey, ID 83333

www.woodriverjournal.com/forms/letters
Rexburg Standard Journal

PO Box 10

Rexburg, ID 83440

www.rexburgstandardjournal.com/letters
Minidoka  County News

PO Box 454

Rupert, ID 83350

Coeur d’Alene Press

201 Second St.

Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814

www.cdapress.com/forms/letters.php
Bonner County Daily Bee

P.O. Box 159 

Sandpoint, Idaho 83864

www.bonnercountydailybee.com/forms/letters.php
Priest River Times

100 McKinley

Priest River, ID 83856

River Journal

307 N. 2nd Ave.

Sandpoint, ID 83864

Editorial@riverjournal.com 

Bonners Ferry Herald

7183 Main St.

Bonners Ferry, ID 83805

jcohn@cdapress.com 

Regional Papers

Idaho Statesman                         
1200 North Curtis

Boise, ID 83706

editorial@idahostatesman.com
Spokesman-Review

PO Box 5160

Spokane, WA 99210

editor@spokesman.com
The Seattle Times

P.O. Box 70

Seattle, WA 98111

opinion@seattletimes.com 

The Oregonian

1320 S.W. Broadway

Portland, OR 97201

letters@news.oregonian.com
Salt Lake Tribune

90 S. 400 West, Suite 700

Salt Lake City, UT 84101

letters@sltrib.com
SAMPLE LETTER TO THE GOVERNOR

Governor Dirk Kempthorne

Office of the Governor

700 West Jefferson, 2nd Floor

PO Box 83720

Boise, Idaho 83720-0034

August 1, 2005
Dear Governor Kempthorne:

I am writing you today to advocate for the protection of one of Idaho’s most valuable resources…our roadless areas. 

I had the privilege of exploring and researching one of Idaho’s unique roadless areas this summer, and I feel strongly that it should be protected for future generations of Idahoans. 

The Schmid Peak Roadless Area on the Caribou-Targhee National Forest provides critically important habitat for wildlife, areas for outdoor recreation, and an opportunity for current and future generations to experience the “Spirit of Idaho.” Camping and fishing there with my son and daughter was one of the highlights of my summer and I look forward to going back next year to explore the area further. 

The cold, clear streams that flow from the roadless area provide habitat for sensitive Cutthroat trout, clean drinking water for local communities, and swimming opportunities for families. The mountains shelter areas for deer, elk and antelope to calve and provide refuge for them to endure the cold, hard winters of southeastern Idaho. 

By protecting this, and other roadless areas in Idaho, you will be making the right decision for our forests, for our natural heritage and for our future. I urge you to protect this, and all roadless areas throughout the state of Idaho, by petitioning the Secretary of Agriculture to protect our irreplaceable roadless legacy.

Sincerely,

John Doe

411 Main St.

Soda Springs, ID 83276

(208) 555-1212

does@sodasprings.net

LETTER CONTACTS

Governor Dirk Kempthorne

Office of the Governor

700 West Jefferson, 2nd Floor

PO Box 83720

Boise, Idaho 83720-0034
Send copies of your letter to:

Idaho Conservation League

C/o Rachel Winer

PO Box 844

Boise, ID 83702

rwiner@wildidaho.org
Senator Larry Craig  

225 North 9th Street

Suite 530

Boise, Idaho 83702

http://craig.senate.gov
Senator Mike Crapo

251 East Front Street Suite 205

Boise, ID 83702

http://crapo.senate.gov/contact/email.cfm
Congressman Butch Otter

802 W Bannock, Ste 101, Boise, ID  83702

http://www.house.gov/otter/email.htm
Congressman Simpson

802 West Bannock, Suite 600

Boise, ID 83702

http://www.house.gov/simpson/emailme.shtml
Forest Supervisors- see attached listing of office addresses

NATIONAL FOREST OFFICES

BOISE NATIONAL FOREST

1249 South Vinnell Way 

Suite 200

Boise, ID 83709

(208) 373-4100

CARIBOU-TARGHEE NATIONAL FOREST

499 North 2400 East

St. Anthony, ID 83445

(208) 624-3151

PAYETTE NATIONAL FOREST

PO Box 1026

800 West Lakeside Avenue

McCall, ID 83638

(208) 634-0744

SALMON-CHALLIS NATIONAL FOREST

50 Highway 93 South

Salmon, ID 83467

(208) 756-5100

SAWTOOTH NATIONAL FOREST
2647 Kimberly Road East

Twin Falls, ID 83301-7976

(208) 737-3236

Clearwater National Forest

12730 Highway 12

Orofino, Idaho 83544

(208) 476-4541

Idaho Panhandle National Forests

3815 Schreiber Way

Coeur d'Alene, ID 83815-8363

(208) 765-7223

Nez Perce National Forest

Rte 2 Box 475

Grangeville ID 83530

(208) 983-1950

KOOTENAI NATIONAL FOREST

1101 Highway 2 West

Libby, MT 59923

(406) 293-6211
WALLOWA-WHITMAN NATIONAL FOREST

1550 Dewey Avenue

Baker City, OR 97814

(541) 523-1405
ADOPT-A-ROADLESS-AREA PHOTO TIPS

Use a digital camera if possible and send us your 5 best photos with descriptions.

1. Hold It Steady
A problem with many photographs is that they're blurry. Avoid 'camera shake' by holding the camera steady. Use both hands, resting your elbows on your chest, or use a tree for support. Relax: don't tense up. You're a marksman/woman holding a gun and it must be steady to shoot.

2. Put The Sun Behind You
A photograph is all about light, so always think of how the light is striking your subject. The best bet is to move around so that the sun is behind you and to one side. This front lighting brings out color and shades, and the slight angle (side lighting) produces some shadow to indicate texture and form.

3.  Get Closer
The best shots are simple so move closer and remove any clutter from the picture.  If you look at most ‘people’ shots they don’t show the whole body so you don’t need to either.  Move close, fill the frame with just the face, or even overflow it. Give your shot some impact. Use a zoom to crop the image tighter.

4. Choose A Format
Which way you hold the camera affects what is emphasized in your shot. For tall things (trees, mountains) a vertical format emphasize height. Use a horizontal format to show the dramatic sweep of the mountains.

5. Include People
Photographs solely of landscape and rocks are enjoyable to take but often dull to look at. Include some of your friends, companions, family, or even people passing by, to add human interest. If there's no one around, include yourself with the self-timer.

Have you ever got your photos back only to discover that something that looked awe-inspiring at the time looks dull on paper? This is because your eye needs some reference point to judge scale. Add a person, or something of known size to indicate the magnitude of the scenery.

6. Consider Variety
You may take the greatest shots but if they're all the same type or style, they may be dull to look at. Spice up your collection by adding variety. Include landscapes and people shots, close ups and wide angles, good weather and bad weather. Take personal shots that remember the 'being there' - friends that you meet, your campsite, transportation, or hiking signposts.

7. Add Depth
    Depth is an important quality of good photographs. We want the viewer to think that they're not looking at a flat picture, but through a window, into a three-dimensional world. Add pointers to assist the eye. If your subject is a distant mountain, add a person or a tree in the foreground. A wide angle lens can exaggerate this perspective.

    8. Use Proportion
    The beauty of an image is often in its proportions. A popular technique with artists is called the Rule of Thirds. Imagine the frame divided into thirds, both horizontally and vertically, like a Tic-Tac-Toe board. Now place your subject on one of the lines or intersections. Always centering your subject can get dull. Use the Rule of Thirds to add variety and interest.

    9. Search For Details
    It's always tempting to use a wide angle lens and 'get everything in'. However, this can be too much and you may loose the impact. Instead, zoom in with a longer lens and find some representative detail. A shot of an entire sequoia tree just looks like a tree. But a shot of just the tree's wide base, with a person for scale, is more powerful.

    10. Position The Horizon
    Where you place the horizon in your shot affects what is emphasized. To show the land, use a high horizon. To show the sky, use a low horizon. Be creative.

Excerpted from: PhotoSecrets San Francisco and Northern California.

Copyright 1997 PhotoSecrets Publishing. All rights reserved.
TRAIL GUIDES OF IDAHO

Below is a partial listing of trail guides in Idaho. They are generally available in Idaho bookstores and outdoor sporting goods stores.

Trails of Eastern Idaho (1998)

Margaret Fuller, Jerry Painter

Day Hiking Near Sun Valley (1987)

Gloria Moore, Anne Hollingshead

Discover...Idaho’s Centennial Trail (1998)

Stephen Stuebner; The Idaho Trails Council

Hiking Idaho (1995)

Ralph Maughan and Jackie Johnson Maughan

Montana and Idaho’s Continental Divide Trail (2000)

Lynna and Leland Howard

Hiking Trails of Southern Idaho (1981)

S. R. Bluestein

Hiking Hells Canyon and Idaho’s Seven Devils Mountains (2001)

Fred Barstad

Targhee Trails (1997)

Rebecca Woods

Trails of the Frank Church-River of No Return Wilderness (1987)

Margaret Fuller

Trails of the Sawtooth and White Cloud Mountains (1998)

Margaret Fuller

Trails of Western Idaho (1992)

Margaret Fuller

Hiking the Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness (2001)

Scott Steinburg

Backcountry Hiking & Biking Trails in the Idaho Falls area (1994)

Jerry Painter

Idaho's Sawtooth Country, 63 Trips for Hikers/Mountain Bikers (1990)

Lynn Stone

Trails of the Wild Selkirks (2004) and Trails of the Wild Cabinets
Dennis Nicholls

Hike Lewis and Clark’s Idaho (2002)

Mary Aegerter
